
Beware 2, 4-D use changes 

Be aware that the law has changed when using 2,4-D herbicide 

products in both amicide and estericide formulations. Note that 

products containing a mix with 2,4-D, like Tordon 75D, are also 

included.  

Changes have occurred due to the large number of spray drift 

problems. 

What must you do now? 

 Record your 2,4-D spray within 24 hours of application 

 Only use nozzles giving Very Course or larger spray 

droplets 

 Obey new down-wind buffer zones 

Record keeping 

 Record all the usual spray job info. 

 Make sure you record nozzle info (brand, model, size, 

type, spray pressure) and boom height above ground. 

 

 

 

 

Spray droplets 

 Larger spray droplets and lower boom height mean less 

drift 

 Check your boom height is no greater than 50cm above 

target 

 Water rate will have to increase when using larger spray 

droplets to give good contact on weeds. 

 

 Downwind buffers 

 Check the product label to see how large the downwind 

buffer is for a water body and for vegetation. It will vary 

with the strength of the product and rate used. 

 For example Nufarm Amicide Advance 700 has a 20 m 

downwind buffer in both cases, when using a ground-rig 

with product rates up to 1.5 l/ha. 

 Aerial applications of 2,4-D have large buffers which may 

mean that only products other than 2,4-D can be applied 

by air on your farm. 
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Getting the best out of fertiliser and pesticides 

Better kill of weeds, grasses and canegrubs results when farm practices keep them on target. Stick to BMP nitrogen and phosphorus rates 

to meet crop needs. 

Lessons from Sandy Creek Water Quality project 

Pros: 

 Fewer growers are using diuron 

 Cases of using diuron during the CLOSED spray period have dropped 

 Area treated with imidacloprid* has reduced slightly (*e.g. Confidor, SuSCon Maxi Intel) 

 Fewer growers are having problems with imidacloprid placement and cover  

 Most ratoons received the Six Easy Steps nitrogen rate 

 Farm sediment traps do capture some pesticides (e.g. imidacloprid, atrazine) and nitrogen 

 Watering in fertiliser, residual herbicides and grub-insecticides will reduce risk of run-off loss from an intense rainfall event.  

Cons: 

 We are still seeing high concentrations of diuron, atrazine and imidacloprid in run off after spring storms and at the start of the wet 

season 

 A worrying area of fallow plant cane received excess nitrogen 

 There is poor farm record keeping by too many growers 

Grower Actions 

You can give pesticides and fertilisers the best chance of staying put and working by taking these steps:  

 Identify which blocks (or part blocks) do NOT need residual herbicides or grub control? 

 Stick to label directions and use lower rates if possible  

 Shut off sprays and grub control when crossing headlands and farm drains 

 Use herbicides other than diuron and atrazine 

 Use the Stoolzippa which closes the applicator slot and reduces nutrient and imidacloprid losses from the paddock 

 Band residual herbicide on the row and use knockdowns on interspace 

 Use over-head irrigation to move pesticides and nutrients into the soil 

 Do NOT apply chemical/fertiliser if runoff causing rain (> 40 mm) is predicted within 3 days 



Growers wanted for RP161 Project 

MAPS has been working together with Farmacist on the RP161 nutrient management Project in the Central Region.  The Mackay project, 

which started in June 2018, is designed for advisors to work closely with growers to put together and apply a nutrient management plan. 

The program is funded by the Dept. of Environment & Science (DES).  

 Some of the main benefits are –  

 A whole farm nutrient plan is produced, in line with the SIX EASY STEPS recommendations and Reef Regulations. 

 Actual nutrient application data is recorded 

 Fertilizer box calibration if required  

 Soil samples history recorded 

 One-on-one advice offered to improve profitability, especially in marginal areas  

 Nutrient management training workshops 

 Goggle Earth training to help with future nutrient management planning 

 

The first group of growers (57) will have the opportunity to continue into a second year. The project is also looking for 50 new growers to 

join up for the 2018/19 season. Please give Che Trendell (0439 588 627) or Dave McCallum (0427 326 665) a ring if you are interested in 

signing up. 

As part of the package, a Farm Yield Variability Map (see below) will be provided. 

 

EEF 60 – Enhanced efficiency fertiliser trials results 

Enhanced efficiency fertiliser trials managed by SRA Mackay were 

harvested as plant cane this year. 

The dry nature of the growing season meant that there was little 

chance of large nitrogen fertiliser loss by leaching or as gas. Given 

this, it is no surprise that there were NO differences in tonnes of 

sugar per hectare between fertiliser treatments in any of the 10 

central district trials. 

Treatments included: 

 100% 6 Easy Steps N rate (applied as urea) 

 80% 6 Easy Steps N rate (applied as urea) 

 80% 6 Easy Steps N rate (applied as EEF blend) 

 80% 6 Easy Steps N rate (EEF growers choice) 

All trials have been fertilised as 1R and will be harvested again in 

2019. 



Fire effect on fertiliser and weed control 

Fertiliser: 

How much of the fertiliser nutrients are lost after a fire?  If fertiliser was buried there will be negligible losses.    

If fertiliser was applied on the surface of the trash blanket before the fire, there will be losses.    

 Rain or irrigation before the fire 

 If the fertiliser has been washed in with rain (at least 25 mm in one fall) or overhead irrigation then the nutrients will be in the soil. 

 

 If there was NO chance for incorporation then most nutrients will be lost.  Given the strong winds any ash is likely to have blown 

off the block and the soil is quite bare. 

What to do if fertiliser was lost? 

Yield potential of the burnt block is now reduced.  Unless your soil is very poor it’s probably best to just re-apply nitrogen.  Aim to apply 

between 50% to 75% of your normal nitrogen rate. For example apply 185-250 kg/ha of urea.  

Residual herbicide: 

 I’ve used residual herbicide straight behind the harvester, watered it in or had rain.  I then had a fire go through.  Will I still get 

residual control?  

As long as the rain/irrigation moved the herbicide into the soil, there may still be reasonable residual control. High temperature 

may shorten the length of weed control. Wait for rain to see if weeds germinate; if so then a directed residual plus knockdown will 

need to be applied. 

If Flame or Balance was applied to the trash blanket and not washed in before the fire then you will need to re-apply a residual herbicide. 

Seek advice from your Productivity Officer if in doubt about what to do. 

 

Rat Baiting MUST be recorded 

If you have baited for rats or plan to bait, please let your Productivity Officer know the details straight away!   The details required are 

available on the MAPS website. 

MAPS must have this info. so we can report to government every three months in line with our Permit. 

Only use Ratoff, ZP Rat or Racumen for baiting of rats on farm. 

Failure to report your baiting and the use of non-registered baits will spell the end of our Mackay Sugar wide Permit.  It will then be 

up to each and every Mackay grower to deal with government when they want to bait for rats. 

Good in-crop weed/grass control and keeping non-crop grass/weed patches around the farm mowed or grazed will reduce rat 

breeding and rat damage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Approved seed – best year for ages! 

Mackay growers have done a mighty job collecting the largest amount of approved seed from MAPS farm in years. Over 750 assignments 

and almost 900 tonnes of approved seed was collected in 2018 (Figure 1.).  

The most popular varieties in 2018 were Q208, SRA 9 and Q253 (Figure 2.) 

 

Figure 1. Tonnes of Approved Seed collected from MAPS farm 

 

Figure 2. Approved Seed varieties collected from MAPS farm in 2018 

 

Another 244 assignments picked up their Approved Seed from the Calen and Finch Hatton plots.  MAPS has planted two new mother plots 

at Gargett and Calen to further encourage growers. 

 

 

 

 



New Weather Stations 

MAPS has recently installed three weather stations in the Mackay sugarcane region; this has come about due to a number of BOM and 

private stations closing down. This funding for this project came from the State Government RWUE-IF Program, and is managed by 

Canegrowers. There is still some “fine tuning” to do with the recording and telemetry transfer of the data, but once that is done, there will 

be a link to the weather stations through the MAPS website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farm record keeping and AgDat 

AgDat has come to the end of its useful life. 

MAPS has been working with Agtrix (makers of AgDat) to produce a new farm record keeping program which is easy to use and is reliable.  

The new program is called “Agtrix Farm” and we hope to have the first version ready by end of March 2019. The program is web-based 

and a mobile phone APP will allow growers to enter fertiliser and spray data easily and quickly while in the paddock. Any data that MAPS 

or farmers have recorded in AgDat in the past is planned to be transferred across to the new program by Agtrix. 

 

The third station, sited at the 

MAPS farm at Victoria Plains, 

is fully automatic and solar 

powered. It measures rainfall, 

wind speed and direction, 

barometric pressure, 

temperature, relative humidity 

and also has an EnviroProbe 

installed in a nearby cane 

paddock. 

There is one station in the 

north at Pindi Pindi and 

another at Balberra in the 

south; both these stations are 

solar powered, have automatic 

rain gauges and sonic 

anemometers, recording wind 

speed and direction. There is 

also an EnviroProbe at each 

site, which is buried in a 

nearby sugarcane paddock, 

measuring the soil moisture 

and temperature from 30cm 

down to 100cm. 



 

 

Smartcane BMP Progress Overall 

and Mackay  

Smartcane BMP is the program for growers to 

set the record straight and to celebrate the 

way they farm. 

Currently for the Sugar Industry we have 1747 growers 

bench marked with an area of 278,164 ha under cane. 

329 growers are accredited with a total cane area of 

78,489 ha.  

Mackay District has 435 growers bench marked with 

59,544 ha under cane and 31 accredited with total area 

of 5229 ha. 

29 Mackay growers are actively progressing with 

Smartcane BMP; three were accredited in September 

and another three are ready to be audited for 

accreditation in early January. 8 growers were recently 

self-accessed. 

Congratulations to the growers recently accredited and 

those who are actively working on getting accreditation. 

We as a district have a long way to go. I’m asking 

growers to volunteer and start helping themselves and 

the Sugar Industry to show all Australians that we are 

doing the right thing and we do care. Your participation 

in BMP is vital to reduce the risk of ongoing interventions 

into how we farm. It’s all about you, your farm practices 

and ‘setting the record straight’ by showing our farming 

practices and records are at or above industry standard.  

The Smartcane BMP team are here to help and just a 

phone call away. 

 

 

Know your Chemicals and their  

Labels/ Safety Data Sheets 

It’s time to read your chemical labels and 

Safety Data Sheets(SDS) to know about 

the product you have and use. The label 

is a legal document that is registered 

with the APVMA.  

You need to know all about the products you use 

 To give the product the best chance of doing the job 

well 

 If sugar cane is not listed on the label then it’s NOT 

registered for use in cane. Therefore its illegal and 

you and supplier are subject to investigation by 

APVMA which could lead to prosecution. 

 SDS sheets include information on health and 

environment risks.  
Note: some of these chemicals state that they can 

cause birthing defects or may cause cancer. 

  

Above are just examples of information on labels. If you 

purchase new chemicals read your labels, ask for SDS 

sheets and get to know the product before use.  

Smartcane BMP Facilitators 

John Eden- Canegrowers Mackay- Ph: 0438 730 379 

Audra Allan- MAPS – Ph: 0437 542 204 

Peter Albertson – Plane Creek – Ph: 0427 624 920 

 

 

“LET’S SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT” 

 
Pictured: Albert and Ty Schmidtke, Smartcane BMP Accredited July 2017 



 

Andrew Dougan 25 Years’ Service 

MAPS is fortunate to have had a number of long-serving and 

very experienced Productivity Officers over the years.  This 

year, Andrew Dougan celebrates his 25th consecutive year of 

employment with MAPS.   

We know that Andrew has done a wonderful job as farm 

manager but it’s nice to hear this repeated many times by 

farmers at field day and when plants are collected.  

He is also a trusted source of knowledge especially when it 

comes to varieties and cane pest/disease management. 

Hundreds of growers have saved and made many dollars 

with Andrews help.  

Andrew has mentored and trained a few novice Productivity 

Officers in his time.  His patient and confident approach has 

helped shape them into valuable members of staff. We are 

all lucky to have Andrew working alongside us. 

 

 

MAPS Future CEO 

John Agnew has tendered his resignation with MAPS and will 

finish up at the end of January 2019. John would like to thank all 

of MAPS hard-working, caring staff and MAPS Board for their 

guidance.  

He is also grateful to the farmers of Mackay for the support that 

they have shown MAPS over the years. John has enjoyed a 

healthy and respectful working relationship with Mackay 

CANEGROWERS, Mackay Sugar, Reef Catchments, Farmacist 

and DAF. 

Anthony Schembri has been selected as the future CEO. 

Anthony will transition into the position between now and the end 

of January 2019.  MAPS is in the process of recruiting a new 

Productivity Officer to look after the north coast growers. 

 

 

 

 

John Agnew Anthony Schembri 

MAPS Christmas  

Message 

2018 has been a trying one on many fronts.  

What’s done is done.  2019 will unfold and all we 

can do is our best with the things that we can 

control. 

On behalf of staff and the Board, MAPS wishes 

you a happy Christmas spent with the ones you 

love. 

 

 

MAPS Board - new miller director 
 

Jeff Grech has been replaced by Lee Blackburn 

as one of the three miller directors representing 

Mackay Sugar on the MAPS Board.   

 

MAPS thanks Jeff for his valuable contribution 

during his time with MAPS. 


