
Staff Changes 

New Productivity Officers 

Britney Gibbs (0417 326 667) 

has taken over Annie 

Christinat’s farmers in 

Racecourse area with 

guidance from Allan Royal.  

Britney started with MAPS on 

4
th
 June.  

Pleystowe growers should 

now contact Maryanne Volker 

(0429 326 671).  She started 

with MAPS on 11
th
 June and is 

being guided by Anthony 

Schembri. 

MAPS hopes that growers will 

be patient while new staff are 

learning their trade. 

 

 

New Smartcane BMP 

Facilitator 

Audra Allan (0437 542 204) 

has taken over from Steve 

Garrad as MAPS Smartcane 

BMP Facilitator.  Audra is no 

stranger to the workings of 

MAPS having once been an 

experienced Productivity 

Officer. She has very good 

knowledge of the local sugar 

industry having also worked 

for Mackay Sugar and 

Landmark. 

  

Allan Royal’s Retirement         
Allan Royal tendered his resignation on 16

th
 May and 

finishes up with MAPS in early October.   

 

Allan has worked at MAPS for 23 years and has 

fulfilled a range of duties including Productivity 

Officer, Manager, Technical Manager and Senior 

Extension Agronomist.  

 

MAPS will miss his presence and expertise, 

particularly in the weed and pest management areas. 

MAPS wishes Allan the best of luck in retirement. 
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    STOP Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD)  

Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD) can cause yield losses 

from 5-60% in ratoons and is worse in dry weather. RSD is 

spreading in sugarcane across Queensland.  

It clogs up the cane’s water vessels and leads to drought 

stress. This disease can be easily spread when planting 

diseased cane or by juice from harvesters, planters, cane 

knives and other gear which has come into contact with 

sick plants.  

You can’t tell if cane has the disease just by looking at it. 

Sick blocks may have ‘up-and-down’ growth. Sometimes 

signs appear inside the stick. Slicing the stick length-ways 

may show reddish-orange dots in the node (notch).  

Keep RSD under control by taking these steps: 

 Get fresh plant sources from MAPS 

approved seed plots. 

 Get plants inspected by MAPS 

productivity officers prior to planting. 

 Sterilise all harvesting, planting and 

cutting gear with a 70% metho and 30% 

water mix. 

 Avoid plough-out and replant.  

 Keep fallows clean of volunteers.  

 

Farmers and contractors must make time to clean and sterilize gear between farms. If blocks have a 

history of disease, take extra care with hygiene when moving between blocks and farms.  

 

 

     MAPS organised a variety guessing  

     competition at the Mackay Show. 

     Dianne Jackson’s entry was the first  

     correct one drawn out of the hat.     

     She received a Bunnings voucher as  

     reward for her efforts. 

 

 
Show Variety Competition Winner Dianne Jackson 

receiving her prize from MAPS CEO John Agnew. 

Internal nodal markings caused by RSD 



 

 

The benefits of mill mud and mud/ash are well known but are you getting full value out of your mill 

products? With low sugar prices and an average crop, take account of the available nutrients in mud 

and mud/ash to reduce your fertilizer bill. 

Mill products are so good because they; 

- Supply a decent amount of nutrients (carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, sulphur, 

calcium, magnesium, zinc, copper and manganese). 

- Improve soil texture and structure. 

- Improve soil water storage. 

- Increase soil pH.  

 Not all the nutrients in mud products are available straight away. The table below shows the  

nutrients the cane can use in the first year and their dollar value.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the soil test for your fallow plant states that you need: Nitrogen at 140kg/ha, Phosphorus at 20 kg/

ha and Potash at 100 kg/ha, this could cost $400/ha. If you use mill mud at 150 t/ha then you can cut 

fertilizer back to supply Nitrogen at 60 kg/ha, Phosphorus at zero and Potash at 60 kg/ha. This will 

save you about $240/ha. 

Note that more of the nutrients in mill products become available during the crop cycle.  

Note too that if you apply more than 100 t/ha of mud it must be accounted for under reef 

regulations. 

 

Mill Mud Mud/Ash

Nutrient Available nutrients in Nutrient value Available nutrients Nutrient value

Value/kg 150t mud in first year in first year in 150 tonnes mud/ash in first year

Nitrogen $1.28 80 $102 50 $64

Phosphorus $2.69 120 $323 100 $269

Potassium $1.42 40 $57 120 $170

Sulphur $1.40 10 $14 10 $14

Calcium $0.41 360 $146 270 $109

$642 $627

Getting full value from mill mud  



 
 

Nearly 30% of growers are using too much N on  
their fallow plant cane. This was found by MAPS in a recent 
survey.  
Before you side dress, contact your Productivity Officer to  
make sure you have the right fertiliser and the right rate. 

 
To do list: 

 
 Soil test every year from each main soil type being planted. 
 Stick to fertiliser recommendations on the soil test. 
 Account for N in mill mud and mud/ash (at 150 t/ha mud has 

400 kg N and 80 kg of this can be used by the plant crop). 
 Keep ratooning mixes on ratoons as they will over-dose N if 

used in plant cane at the rate recommended for ratoons. 
 

Harvester Sugar Loss Tests in 2018 

Last season MAPS did few harvester sugar loss tests. This was due mainly to the poor state of the 

crop, mill breakdowns/ bin shortages and bad weather. This year, MAPS encourages you to get a 

harvester test. 

 

Why do a test? 

 This year dollars are tight given the average sized crop and low sugar price. It is vital that as little 

sugar as possible is left in the paddock. 

 Past results from MAPS sugar loss tests saw a number of machines losing over 1 tonne sugar/ha 

($330/ha at current prices). 

 The higher losses were mostly related to higher fan and forward speeds, which in most cases are 

easily corrected. 

 

What does a test involve? 

 The test takes 3-4 hours and does NOT interfere with the contractor’s normal procedure.  

 The test usually involves laying out six tarps to collect, weigh and mulch the trash from the 

extractors. The next step uses a blender, 10 tonne press and refractometer to measure the sugar 

content. The dollar loss/ha is then worked out.  More tarps can be put out to test the effect of 

making changes to machine operation. 

 

How do I book a test? 

 Give Dave McCallum a ring on 0427 326 665 or call MAPS on 07 4963 6830 to book a harvester 

sugar loss test or for more information. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Plant cane problem 



 

How’s your farm record keeping going? 

If you need help ring your Prod Officer or 

MAPS Smartcane BMP Facilitator, Audra 

Allan. 

Government staff have been doing audits 

on Mackay growers to see that they meet 

Reef Regulations.  

So what must you do by LAW: 

Keep records - notes on a farm map, diary 

or computer - whatever works for you.  

Use proper soil testing labs that will do the 

right tests.  This includes - organic carbon 

(Walkley Black method), BSES P and the 

Phosphorus Buffer Index (PBI).  

Advisors that take soil tests must give 

recommendations for fertilisers using the 

‘Six Easy Steps’ method.  

Records of soil tests and fertiliser 

recommendations are NOT a record of what 

you DID apply. 

For each farm and block, you must record 

what you DID apply:  

 Date applied and product used. 

 Rate of product applied (kg/ ha) and the 

product analysis (N & P %).  

 Method of application (e.g. Stool splitter, 

granular–subsurface). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you chose not to use the planting mix 

recommended by your advisor – then you 

will need to CHANGE your side dress 

fertiliser and rate.  

If mill mud is applied at greater than 100 

tonnes/ha, you must account for N & P and 

deduct from the fertiliser applied. 

Account for N from legumes; it’s not LAW at 

present but could be in future.   Ask your 

MAPS Productivity Officer to help work out 

how much N is likely to be supplied to your 

plant cane. 

Chemical usage also needs to be recorded 

in detail. 

Sign up for Smartcane BMP as it’s sure to 

get you on track with record-keeping as 

well as improve the long term success of 

your farm business.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reef Audits and Reef Regulations - what you need to know 

 




